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MR. SPURLING M nane is JimSpurling. I'm
the assistant adm nistrator for the Cooperative State
Research Education Extension Service. This is the third
of a series of four listening sessions that CSREES is
having. W started in Pennsylvania and we had one in
M nnesota. W'Ill have this one and we have one comi ng

up in the New Ol eans area later this nonth on Cctober

25th. Unfortunately, all we're doing is com ng out and
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of fering anyone that wants to the opportunity to tell us
about our progranms and how they're affecting themand if
they are doing the job that they're supposed to be
doi ng, and therefore give us advice on how we ni ght be
abl e to change sone of those prograns or add to themto
make it better on those that we're trying to serve. W
didn't get much response here. W were hoping since we
had ki nd of planned this neeting, immediately foll ow ng
this nmeeting, that we could perhaps get sone of the
coll eges and universities that are not a part of the
| and grant systemto let us know their thoughts, but
unfortunately that plan didn't work very well. They did
have their neeting but they all left. But we did have
the opportunity to neet with Dean Bartell from Fresno
State yesterday for a couple of hours. W saw their
fine facilities and we heard what their suggestions were
to inprove our prograns that could possibly be of help
to them At any rate to get the day started, we do have
Perry Brown, who is with the National Association of
Prof essi onal Forestry Schools and Coll eges. So Perry,
I"'mgoing to just call on you to go ahead and do your
t esti mony.

MR. BROMN: So can | just cone up here?

MR SPURLING  Yeah, that would be fine.

MR BROMN: [It's kind of funny speaking to a
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little tiny audience over here and actually the audi ence
is over here.

MR. SPURLING That's not true. The associate
admi ni strator for our agency, Gary Cunningham is here
in the audi ence who just canme on board about two weeks
ago.

MR. BROMN: From New Mexico state, right?

MR. SPURLING Yeah. So you do have our top
| eaders here.

MR. BROMN: Actually, | thought | recognized
you, but it's been many, many years.

MR. CUNNI NGHAM  Can't have been very many
years. |'mnot that old.

MR BROMN: But | am WelIl, you' ve already
i ntroduced nme, but |'mPerry Brown. |'mthe president
of the National Association of Professional Forestry
School s and Colleges. |'malso the Dean of the School
of Forestry at the University of Montana and director of
t he Montana Forest and Conservation Experinent Station

NAPFSC i s an associ ati on of 64 colleges focused
on research, education and outreach both in the U S. and
private universities, and |'mhere just to share with
you sone thoughts about forests and the inportance of
forests and the inportance of CSREES prograns regarding

forests and forestry.
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a third of the U S.,

You' re probably aware that forests cover about

al nost 750 million acres.

Fifty-eight percent of these lands are privately or

tribally held, while the remaining 42 percent are

publicly

held. O the private forest |ands, about 80

percent are held as nonindustrial private forests and

over 10 million people own these forests. So if you

figure that

are probably at

t hese pri

nunber than that.

interns of famlies, | would say that there

least 30 mllion individuals that own

vate forests, and there may even be a | arger

And that nunber sonme of you may know

has been growi ng over the | ast several years, that as

states are settled and things like that, the nunber of

owners of these private forests and the size of

i ndi vi dua

up in people,

tracts that are owned, when the nunber goes

the size goes down. And so the npst

conmon ownership nowis in the category between 50 and

100 acres.

There’s a | ot of people out there that need to

be served with sone ideas about forestry and forest

managenent activities.

As we've | earned over the years, there are a

ot of things that need to be done in terns of research

and outreach prograns that can serve nany of these |and

owners and al so serve the states and counties and

nuni ci pa

| andowners as wel | .

A mejor target for
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research we think has to be the nonfederal forest |ands
in the country. It doesn't nean that our federal forest
| ands are not inportant. It sinply neans that for a
long tine we have not paid rmuch attention to these

nonf ederal forest |ands and we need to increase the
programthat goes into that. In the year 2000, under

t he | eadershi p of NAPFSC and CSREES, the Coalition for
Sustai ni ng Anerica's Nonfederal Forests cane together
and you got lots of copies of this, since you are the
sponsors, but they published this docunment, which is
really a call and an agenda for dealing with our
nonfederal forests in ternms of research, education and
outreach activities. There are over 25 forest and
forest |andowner groups that have cone together to
produce this particular docunent, both in governnent and
out of the governnent.

To reduce the threats to these | ands, these
nonf ederal forests |ands from urbanization,
fragmentation, forest health problens and increased
harvesting pressures, and enhance the opportunities for
| andowners and communities, we believe that action is
needed. Research is needed to significantly enhance
sustainability and productivity of nonfederal forests;
to increase the financial contribution of these forests

to benefit | andowners; and to conserve and sustain these
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forests for future generations. Specifically, we are
recomendi ng targeting sustainable and productive forest
managenent; forest inventory, nonitoring and assessnent;
new products, inproved processing technol ogi es, and
utilization of small trees; and social values and
tradeoffs. And that's kind of the research agenda that
we' re suggesting.

But |ikewi se, we need to enhance our outreach
activities. W need to devel op data bases of | andowner
i nformati on; increase | andowner awareness; identify
managenent alternatives; address |ocal issues and needs;
and assist in establishing | andowner organizations. In
addition to increasing focus on nonfederal forest |ands
and the research and outreach activities that |'ve
identified in those specific targets, in addition to
those there's a need to further devel op higher education
prograns within CSREES focused on forestry and nationa

resources. Sonetinme within the next two nonths, the

Nati onal Research Council will release a report on the
forest research capacity in the United States. |I'm
pretty sure that's going to cone out. |'ma menber of

that particul ar panel of the National Research Council
and | think it's just about ready to be rel eased.
That's what |'ve been told anyway. That report wll

i ndi cate maj or needs for building scientific
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under standi ng and capacity in both basic natura
resource science and in significant emerging areas.

Qur educational and research capacity and
foundati on areas such as biol ogy, ecol ogy and
silviculture; genetics and bi otechnol ogy; forest
managenent, econom cs and policy; and wood and neterials
sci ence need a boost if we are to neet the chall enges
forecast for this century. Energing areas needing
attention are areas such as human natural resource
i nteractions, ecosystem function, health and managenent,
forest systens at various scales of time and space, and
forest nmonitoring, analysis and adaptive managenent.

The report will show that both undergraduate
and graduate prograns need enhancenent that at the
graduate | evel we have very little capacity to produce
scientists and outreach specialists in several of these
i nportant areas that |'ve already nentioned and that we
continue to need to focus significant attention on
devel oping a nore diverse workforce. Higher education
prograns in CSREES can hel p sol ve these problens, but
they need to be expanded to do so.

Let nme just digress fromprepared renarks and
just nention that within the forestry sector, there are
only 14 universities in the country that produce -- not

produce, that have enrolled nore than 20 forestry Ph. D
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students per year. Only 14 in the country. So our
capacity is fairly small for devel opi ng new scientists
to work on the many problens of this 750 million acres,
one-third of the nation's land, so we really need sone
assi stance. W need sonme boost to nobve on beyond where
we are, and many of the fundanental areas of forestry;
soils, for exanple, some wood products areas, sone are
actual |y basic biotechnol ogy areas and things |like that
have very, very few graduate students, masters or
doctoral students in the nation. And we need nore of

t hose and hopefully your organi zati ons and CSREES
prograns can help to do that. W don't want the CSREES
to solve all the problens, to provide all the noney, to
provide all the stimulation, but certainly the higher
education programs that you adninister can help and we
need to expand those.

So the bottomline, two things that we're
calling for is increased research and educati on outreach
activities with regard to nonfederal forest |ands; and
secondly, some stinmulus into the higher education
prograns of CSREES. We're very committed to working
with you in terns of NAPFSC Mcintire-Stennis, RREA, NRI,
| FAFS and the hi gher education prograns. We've met with
Colien often to really help her nake her case within

the departnment and on the HilIl and we will continue to
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do so, but we really need your help and attention on
these things that |'ve nmentioned. So thanks.

MR. SPURLI NG Thanks very nmuch. |f anyone
wants to nmake a statenent now, you're nore than wel cone
to come forward. Just make sure you clearly state your
nane so we can have it for the record. | leave that up
to you. O herwi se we do have anot her schedul ed
testimony at about 11 o' cl ock.

MR RICCH UTI: Well, good norning. M nane is
Pat Ricchiuti, and | amrepresenting a nunber of
di fferent groups, and particularly our diversified
farmng famly farmoperation. W feel it's so
i mportant that we support or get support for education
and al so advi se Sharon of the Agricultural Foundation
Board at California State University Fresno, Fresno
State and the farmlaboratory. |'m second
vi ce-president of the Fresno County Farm Bureau and
serve on that board and also on the Clovis Unified
School District Agriculture Advisory Board. W're a
vertically integrated diversified farm ng operation
dealing particularly in specialty crops, and we are
|l ooking to try to pronpte nore universal invol venent
with the federal governnent and hel ping with education
i n devel opi ng those needs that we have in agriculture.

Sone of those needs are scientists and educators and
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specialists that are nostly particularly funded by the
governnent to the land grant colleges. One particular
interest that we have is we feel that there should be an
even playing field and that the nonland grant coll eges
and universities should also participate and be
qualified for those sane funds. W feel that it should
be hel d accountabl e on both sides, whether the |and
grant or nonland grant colleges, and that that funding
be conpetitive so that we can get the best out of al
aspects of those institutions to devel op the best
agricultural needs for our nation.

In California | also ama nmenber of the
California State University System Board, on the Ag
Research Initiative Board, and in doing so |I represent
Fresno State as the industry representative. There are
three other universities that participate in this ag
research initiative which was funded by the State of
California through a matching participation fund from
the industry and the state university system The ot her
three universities are Chico State, Cal Poly San Luis
Ohi spo and Cal Poly Ponpbna. W have been very effective
in the use of the funding and have had overwhel m ng
success in the matching of grants that are being
provi ded for that research. W have had to turn away so

many very val uabl e research projects because of the |ack
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of funding. There is a great dea

of interest by not

only the industry, but by other organizations in the

state and particularly to address t

he specialty crops

that are here in the state. W would be |ooking for

help in any way we can in conpetiti

ve grants and

participation with your group so that we could

ef fectively adm nister nore of this research that is so

needed in California.

One other aspect of sone of this research and

education that we'd like to see inplenented is

devel opnent of export strategies and conpetitive ways to

conpete with inports that are coming into this country.

There are a lot of different agriculture products that

cone in that are subsidized severe
other foreign interests and countr
finding it very difficult to be abl

we're going to be able to conpete

y or significantly by
es, and we are
e to compete. |If

we need to conpete on a

I evel playing field in that those same type of

regul ations and restrictions that are put upon us

who are farmng here in California

t hose sane products that are inport

shoul d be put on

ed into the state or

into the country. W should have nore aggressive

support of our national ag policy and with that, we need

to devel op education that ties with agriculture to give

that aid where it's needed, whether

it be in funding or
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those other areas with the extension service in giving
peopl e the tools that they need to be nore efficient and
economi cal ly conpetitive, even on a national |evel

Anot her thing that we would like to see is nore
ef fici ent managenment of the systemin where there is not
a lot of conmpetitive research being done. It would be
nore col | aborative research done and partnering of
projects, and a | ot can be done with geographic areas

that are nore inpacted in certain types of fruits and

vegetables or fruit and fibers that are grown in the United

States and utilizing the best case scenarios of research
in those areas. And that collaboration | think is so
important in trying to utilize the econom cs and
efficiencies of those dollars that are spent on that
type of research

Again, |I'd like to thank you for allowing nme to
participate and give you our point of viewin this, and
we woul d hope that sone of these things would be taken
back with you and consi dered seriously about how we
could best effect and inprove our agriculture, not only
in California, but in the United States. Thank you very
much.

MR. SPURLING Thanks. That is exactly the
kind of things we did want to hear and as you know, we

did neet yesterday with Dean Bartell at Fresno State.
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You' ve got an excellent programthat has state
commodity, farner, and | ocal comunity invol venment and
there's a blaring enptiness there that he kept telling
us about, and that is there's no federal share in that.
And that is sonmething we really want to | ook at and
hopeful Il y through your testinobny and in working with
ot hers, we can becone a part of that partnership. So
t hanks very much.

MR. RICCH UTI: Thank you, and you can call on
nme any tinme.

MR. SPURLING Ckay. Again, | don't have -- we
have a new --

MR. CONTENTE: | had sone problens getting
here, and | would like to participate.

MR. SPURLING Not a problem As you can see,
we' re kind of shorthanded. Are you ready?

MR. CONTENTE: |I'd like just a few m nutes.

MR, SPURLING That's fine. You can take a few
m nut es.

Are you sure you don't want to give us a report
on 4-H activities and the California plans for the 100
year celebration on 4-H and all that?

MS. MACNEIL: Well, | don't know that | have
all the information in ternms of recommendati on.

MR, SPURLING You don't have to. Phil Schwab
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who's in the back here, the reason why he's not
participating nore in this is the House of
Representatives is considering the farmbill today, and
we' ve got runni ng comuni cations between the departnent
and Phil giving advice on anendnents that affect us and
what our conments are to those amendnents. So he's back
there actually meking conments on the farmbill as they
take it up on the floor. But we've been working with
Al ma Hobbs who heads our 4-H partnership for the agency
on the celebration and the 100 years that are going to
be comi ng up next year. Hopefully -- | think the
presi dent has agreed to sign a proclamtion in the Rose
Garden to kind of kick it off early next year, and Phi
I know has worked on possibly sonme kind of reception on
Capitol Hill. So if you want to give us a brief rundown
in California with regard to that, that would be great.

MS. MACNEI L: Let ne have a few nonments to
t hi nk about it.

MR. SPURLING Gary, did you want to give a
| ong speech?

MR. CUNNI NGHAM | have never given a |ong
speech. And that's a lie.

MR. SPURLING That's why we |ike you so nuch.

(Wher eupon the proceedi ngs were paused

and a short break taken.)
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MR. SPURLING Ckay. W' ve soneone el se ready
to testify. Joaquin Contente fromthe California
Farners Uni on.

MR. CONTENTE: Right. Good norning. |
appreci ate the opportunity to cone here. | wi sh we had
nore participants here today, but we'll take what we can
get. I'mnot going to read my testinony. | gave it out
to everyone in the roomhere. W'Ill try to make this thing

alittle bit nore interesting than reading this, and
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what I'Il do is I'lIl highlight on those three points

that | have down there in that second paragraph.

I'"ma dairyman from Hanford, California.

I''m

second generation, ny brother and I, and |I've got ny

kids involved in the farmand everything. W're

basically a fam |y operation, although for California

the farnms seemto grow a little bit larger than they do

in the rest of the United States in the dairy business,

and | think that's part of the problemthat we're seeing

in agriculture today is the consolidation that's going

on. But anyway, let's go on and tal k about these

poi nt s.

The highest priority needs of the United States
food and fiber system | believe that food for this
country is as inportant or nore inportant than oil, and
we should give agriculture our fullest attention. As |
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stated earlier, I'"'mnot going to be follow ng the
witten testinobny. |'mgoing to go ahead and just have
this alittle bit nmore interesting, hopefully.
Agriculture seems to be always |eft behind in a | ot of
our policies in Anerica lately. The last few years,
probably the | ast 25, 20 years, agriculture has asked to
be held accountable. A lot of programs have been cut.

A lot of departnments have seen changes, and we're going
through this change, and | think it's going to affect us
eventually if we don't change the path we're on. And we
need to have sone realizations, talk about the things
that are happening in agriculture.

First, | think what one needs to do is identify
the problens that are facing agriculture. The nmain
problem facing nost farners in California and it doesn't
matter what they grow, a nut crop, a vegetable crop
cattle or whatever is the price. W're not receiving
the price for the cormpdities and the different crops
that we're growing. And if we're not receiving a price
you're not going to be able to survive very long. In ny
i ndustry, for exanple, we used to have probably four or
five tinmes nore producers in the state at one tinme, not
that long ago. W used to produce 10 nillion pounds of
mlk 25 years ago. W have grown 300 percent in the

production of mlk in this state. Basically, | would
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attribute that to the nechani sns that we put in place
the license system The producers have constantly
consol i dated and gotten |larger and larger, and we're to
t he point now we're causing some environnent al
situations where we've got E-coli on top of

us and we've got sone problens there.

Let's talk about capitalism In order to have
capitalism we got to have a bal ance of buyers and
sellers. W don't have to today in agriculture. If you
| ook at the nunmber of farmers that are in the United
States which is roughly around a mllion farners,
dependi ng upon the definition of a farmer, basically
those million people are selling to probably no nore
than 20 congl onerates by the time you get it down. ATM
either owns that conpany, Phillip Mrris, Cargill
There is not conpetition. You don't have that bal ance.
And if you don't have that bal ance, the buyers and
sellers, you don't have capitalism W're fooling
ourselves. It's going to be very, very inmportant for
t he governnment to be involved in being that mddle
person to negotiate that bal ance between the buyers and
sellers. Oherwise we're going to | ose capitalism
We're going to be a country of corporations. |In fact,
we're pretty close to that already.

The econom ¢ devel opnent and revitalization
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needs of rural Anerica. | don't know that nuch about
this agency. | was briefed yesterday on a few of the
things that you work on. \Whatever we can do to try to
get the rural comunities back on their feet as we're
going through this crisis, we need to try to help those
comunities. There's a trenmendous devastation
t hroughout a lot of not only the rest of the United
States but California and in Fresno right here in this
particul ar county. Last year the grape farners, they
put their crop in in Septenber. That's when they
harvested it. Mst of those people didn't receive any
paynment until later on in the spring, |ate spring, My
and June. There was no reason that that should have
happened.

But then that |leads to the next part about
gl obalization, which is the third point we put on here,
t he nodern challenges to the United States food and
fiber production created by the globalization of our
food system \Wat's happening today is that the farners
share the retail dollars being dimnished by the
strangl ehol d that the corporations have on those
markets. I n other words, the dom nance of those
corporations -- let nme give you an exanple in nmy case
I'ma dairyman. W have about 80,000 dairy producers in

the United States today. W're basically selling to
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three entities. And by the way, those three entities do
not conpete agai nst each other. One is in the retai
mar ket and that would be Kraft, and the other one is in
the food service market which they produce half of the
nozzarella production in the United States and that
woul d be Leprino. And now with the other nerger, you're
going to see 35, 30 percent of the food nmarket in the
hands of one congl onerate. Even though you have 80, 000
dairy producers and you have multiple co-ops in the
United States, the end buyer is basically one of these
three people. No conpetition. No capitalism This
needs to change.

What we need to do is we need to develop a
bal ance between the narketpl ace and soci etal needs. For
exanpl e, under WO regs today, we've opened up a | ot of
mar ket access into this country. By the way, it's the
best market in the world fromother countries. As we've
opened up those markets into this country, we forgot
about food safety. DDT is still manufactured today in
the United States. Can't be used here. It's illegal
W don't use it. It's used soneplace in the world.
Thirty percent of our vegetables coming into the United
States are inported. |If you start to see the picture
here com ng together, we're kind of a hypocritica

society right now W outlaw the product, but we stil
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manufacture it. We still sell i

wi th no inspection.

t and we inport products

Let's go back to ny personal case here, mlk

busi ness. | produce mlk. W've had for the last five

years a 600 percent increase on
conming into the United States.
wor k? How does that play? Wl

negoti ati ons back in '93, '94.

nmlk protein concentrate
Wel I, how does that
, I'min the WO

M| k protein got

classified as a chem cal because we didn't produce it in

the United States. W still don't produce it. So it

got thrown in the categories of

a chemical whichit's

used for paints and it's used for glues and therefore

there is no tariff onit. Well

little tariff. 1t's about $3 a

there's a real nminute

ton or sonething |ike

that. Now, what happened in 1995 is this country

basi cal |y becanme a negative producer of mlk. W don't

produce enough mlk for the consunption needs, so then

there's a mad scranble around that period, '95, '96 to

try to conpensate for that |ack

of production we have

here. And the industry, and when | say the industry,

t he peopl e that nake the cheese

and t hese ot her

products, they figured out a way to nove a lot of this

product in and to do it without

payi ng those tariffs.

Now, the EU subsidizes their MPC, they subsidize it to

the tune of over $1 per pound.

So then we have to
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conpete agai nst the subsidy without a tariff. The
countries down under, they're basically a climtic
producer. |In other words, because they have 60 inches
of rainfall, their pasture base, they don't have the
i nputs that we have here in America. W don't have any
climtes here in the United States where it doesn't
freeze and there's 60 inches of average rainfall. It
gets close to it, and they nmay get 120 inches, but
they're not year round pasturing. |In New Zealand, it's
pasture year round. Hardly no input costs. But anyway,
we' re conpeting agai nst those things with hardly no
tariffs because of this |oophole, this classification
t hat happened. And there's not any way in the United
States that we can conpete agai nst these people. In the
United States we have workmen's conpensation. W have
Soci al Security. W have mni nrum wage. W have OSHA
regul ati ons. W have environnmental regulations. Wen
you go to Brazil, you don't have those things.
Argentina, China, you don't have those things. So on
this globalized econony that we've devel oped, we forgot
about the societal needs, and we need to try to bring
t hose problens to the surface

Most people don't think too nmuch about these
things. They just say we have a problem we'll work

through that. | was in Washington the other day. W
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visited with the USDA people. The secretary gave us a
little speech and we spent all day with the USDA peopl e
and sone people in the adnministration. Every neeting
that we had we were fed about how inportant it is to do
exports, how trade is so inportant to the United States
agriculture. Wien in reality, it's the trade that's
hurting us. It's the unfair trade, this |lack of bal ance
bet ween the nmarketplace and the societal needs. There
needs to be a bal ance there.

First of all, you have to recognize the
probl ens, what that bal ance, what those inbal ances are.
And I'ma little bit off page here, but | think in order
for us to ask another agency of the governnent to cone
in for solutions, | think we need to identify the
probl ens, and that's what | was trying to help do here
today is identify the problenms. The basic core
fundarmental probl ems and one of those problens of how we
got to the point where we're at is the corporate
domi nance of our government. And | think everyone
that's in governnent probably realizes there's a |ot of
i nfl uence by corporations at the political |evel, which
of course you have no input or solutions to that, but
that influence is hurting Anerica and we need to get
beyond that. W need to first recognize that we need to

tal k about it, debate it and before we can have sone
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real solutions, | think that needs to be discussed.
Anyway, 1'd like to just wap that up. |I|f there's any
questions or anything | can do --

MR. SPURLI NG Thanks very nmuch. Do you have
anyt hi ng?

MR. SCOIT: Yeah, | think |I can say a few
t hi ngs.

MR. SPURLING Ckay. That would be great.
Next we're going to have WIIl Scott, Jr. who's
representing the African American Farnmers in California.

MR. SCOIT: Ckay. Thank you. Just to give you
alittle bit of history of our organization. |In 1997 we
cane together as a group because we had a | awsuit that
was filed by an African American bank in the south, so
we got together as a group because we was affected by
that, by sone of the things that happened to us here.
Before 1998 we had no organi zation. By doing this we
also cane in contact with a | ot of government agencies
that were willing to come forward and expose us to a |ot
of services that we've, you know -- a lot of us don't
have party to, that we was unaware that was there. Sone
of the things that we encountered, too, was there's a
ot of information that we really needed in order for us
to function as a farmer. Some of the information that

we had was by trial and error, and we'd find out that
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the practice has already been established by the
governnment and the farners that we didn't know about.

So we got involved in that and we've been able to really
do things in a lot different manner, but | think al ong
with that, too, is we're also affected by the things
that usually affect small farners in general. You know,
the conpetition and stuff |ike that coming in fromthe
ot her countries.

It's -- | guess to give you sone statistics, in
California there's approximately 277 African American
farnmers that we know of. You're |ooking at probably
| ess than one percent of the total farners in
California, so there's not that many of us. |If you were
to ask anybody in the black farners | eague, they know
because they haven't seen any. |f they are there,
they're hidden out there and what has happened is the
farmer has taken it upon hinself to try to survive on
his own, do his own nethods and stay away fromthe
government. But in order for us to survive, in order to
survive | guess for the small farmer in general is that
we have to work in partnership with the governnent,
because the information that we need is already there.
Sonebody's already did the research or sonebody is in
t he process of doing the research that we should be

involved in. So we're now optim stic about being
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involved init, and we like to attend these neetings and
tell you sone of the needs that we need

And | think looking at it in | guess a broader
scope is that what |'ve been able to | guess perceive is
that the policies that have been nmade in agriculture
usually cone fromthe md west. In California we're
kind of different. W're diverse. W can probably
grow -- well, we do grow crops 365 days out of the year.
So we have somewhat maybe not a uni que need, but we have
di fferent needs, and | think some of the policies should
be extended down to us so that we're able to do things
nore efficient and al so be able to survive. |'mkind of
i mpressed with some of the stuff that the extension
service in Fresno is doing, getting exposed to sone
things that we need as far as crop. Like | said, sone
of the nethods we use that you go by are pretty good.
But there's also research that's been nade to us, you
know, |ike when do you plant. Wat we found out, too
is planting seeds and stuff like that is also predicated
upon the tenperature. Mdst of us were unaware of
that. W said it's a nice day, go plant and you may or
may not get germ nation. Sone other things we found out
as far as resources, how do you get funds to survive.
And what |1'd |ike to say, too, is organizations like

yoursel ves, that you're there and we know about you now
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and | would think that | woul d encourage us take it on
down to another |evel and see what you're doi ng now and
see what we're needing. And sonetinmes when we tell you
what our problemis, you mght be able to tell us
exactly what we need to and how to acconplish this.

Like | say, to give you another little story, too, is
that as an African American, we have a situation with
farm ng anyway, is that we kind of equate it back to
slavery. So when | was coming up, my parents told nme is
you get away fromfarnmng. |It's hard |abor. There's no
pay. There's nothing to it. So that's what we did. W
got educated and got into other areas. But food is

i mportant and | think food is probably going to be one
of the other things that's going to affect this country,
and | think unless we got a hold of it, it's not only
maki ng the small farners, | think they're very vital

and that if they disappear, so would our way of life as
a whol e. Because |like he said before, if the
corporations take over, what kind of food are we going
to be consum ng anyway. Wuld it be sonething
beneficial to us or sonething to survive. | think that
we need to make sure that the snmall farner has a chance
to survive, and | think the organization, whether it be
governnment or whatever, nmakes sure that the playing

field is level. Because if they can pay a guy a dollar
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in another country to grow sonething and we have to pay
m ni mum wage which is alnost $7 and abide by all the
other regul ations that requires noney out of our pockets
in order for us to neet the restrictions that the
governnment is setting, we can't survive. W won't
survive. Another thing, too, is like conservation of
the Iand we have. W got the information of what we
need to do in order to preserve what we have. |f we
don't do that, then like | say, what are we going to do?
We'll be eating stuff out of a tube or a pill or
sonething. But that's all | have and | appreciate you
letting me say a few words and to continue your good
wor k and, you know, sooner or later we'll conme on line,
too, as we get the information that we need

MR. SPURLING Ckay. W have one nore speaker
that's supposed to be here around 11: 00 o' clock. So
we'll wait until then.

MR BROMWN: Jim in light of the small nunbers,
what are you going to do today?

MR. SPURLING W're just going to do the
testimony | think. | don't see where we can do the
round table.

MR. BROMN: Ckay. That's what | want to know.

(Wher eupon the proceedi ngs were paused

and a short break taken.)
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MR. SPURLING Ckay. | just got a note from
our 11:00 o'clock and he's not going to be able to nmeke
it. So we're going to close out today's testinobny with
Carol MacNei |

M5. MACNEIL: Well, | figured we can't |eave
wi thout having at least a little bit of youth
devel opnent perspective here. | wasn't intending to
speak, but | thought | would share with you just a
little bit about what's going on in California and al so
alittle bit about the national conversation on youth
devel opnent that was alluded to earlier. In terns of
California, youth devel opnent in California and
specifically the 4-H youth devel opnent program you
know, California as a state is facing sonme pretty nmmjor
i ssues and chal | enges economically, denographically in
terns of energy, in terms of water, |and use issues and
a nunber of issues, and you could say opportunities as
well. | also think in the field of youth devel opnent,
the recent events, Septenber 11th in particular, have
hei ght ened the question of what are we doing with youth
as an organi zation, and what are we trying to acconplish
with youth. And | think it has really crystallized the
need at | east fromny perspective for youth devel opnent
and for us to look at certain questions, like howis it

that we prepare young people to be engaged and effective
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citizens. How do we help them develop the skills that
they need to be able to respond effectively and
appropriately to a major crisis |like what we're facing
right now as a country. Beyond that, | think as a field
of youth devel opment, we need to be | ooking at howis it
that we hel p young peopl e understand and address the

i ssues that underlie such crisis. Because it's not just
about responding. |It's about preventing. It's about
the ability to envision the future and foresee problens,
and what are we doi ng as an organi zation that hel ps our
young peopl e devel op those skills. And then finally the
ot her question that | think has come up for us in the
field recently has been how do we hel p young peopl e
buil d bridges of understandi ng and respect and
conpassi on across those differences of religion and

nati onality and whatever other categories we use to
group people. | think in California these are very,
very pressing i ssues as they are in other places, but |
think we're feeling themin certain ways nmore than ot her
places in the United States may be feeling them And
they are questions that we nust address. W have no
option. And again, and | would franme it in terns of
both chal l enges and opportunities because we have to
hel p our young people see the diversity of our state and

our counties as an amazi ng resource enrichness and not
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just as a problemto be overcone.

So given those state-w de denographic and
econom ¢ changes and the national issues that we're
dealing with, we're at a particularly interesting tine
in the 4-H youth devel opnment program | think, and the
nati onal conversation process feeds into that very
fortuitously. The national conversation, just to give a
little bit of background is a process, county by county,
state by state of identifying the directions that youth
devel opnent, the field of youth devel opment shoul d go.
It's an ammzing opportunity for us as an organization to
join with other organizations, to partner, to dial ogue
with parents, with government officials, with social
service agencies, with teachers and schools and
districts to | ook together about where we shoul d be
heading as a field. The process will start at the
county level with those conversations in each state, in
each county in each state, leading up to a state
conversation in each state, which will lead to a
nati onal conversation to be held in Washington, D.C at
the end of February, culninating in a report to the
president with recomendati ons for the field of youth
devel opnent and where the governnent can best assist the
field in pushing us forward to be nost effective with

our young people and our famlies. So the question to
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nme seens so appropriate right now and not just
appropriate but pressing, right now, and | think we're
in need of some dialogue around this issue. It's really
a great tinme to be doing this.

I think also one of the interesting parts of
this process is the power of youth pledge canpai gn, and
t he power of youth pledge canpaign is part of the
conversation process where young people, famli es,
partici pants, whether they're in 4-H or not, can nake a
pl edge to comrit a certain nunmber of hours toward a
conmunity service to making the comunity stronger and
better. And in California, one of the things that we've
done is to encourage our counties to use the pledge
canpai gn as a response to Septenber 11th in one of
several ways; either as an educational tool to help
peopl e that are dealing enptionally with the tragedy, or
as an ongoing relief tool so that they can rai se noney,
do care packages, whatever the county youth conme up
with, or as a way to address hate crinmes, to address
diversity, to build bridges of understanding. So those
are sone of the ways that we've suggested the counties
use the power of youth pledge canpaign to directly
respond and to positively respond to this tragedy, to do
sonet hing positive for them

In California the national conversation process
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is also perfectly tined for us because we are engaged in
a strategic planning process here. And what the
question that's guiding us right now as an organi zati on
in California is how do we make a uni que neasurabl e and
significant difference in the lives of youth and
famlies and in the field of youth devel opnent. Each of
those words | could talk for an hour on because they're
each very inmportant but, you know, | think that part of
what we're | ooking at is how do we take the tradition of
4-H yout h devel opment and our very strong links to
agriculture and ag education and bridge that with the
future needs as they are being identified through this
conversation process. How do we keep what's best about
our history, a hundred years, which includes not only
the ag education but also a really strong history in
citizenship and | eadershi p devel opment as well, how do
we keep hold of that and not |ose sight of that and at
the sane time nove it forward to address issues that we
couldn't have imagi ned 100 years ago. Those are big
questions and it's going to be a nice probably six nonth
process for us, as | said, linked to the nationa
conversation process. W have also a small group of
acadeni cs who are coordinating that process and will be
devel opi ng a new ni ssion statenent and specific goals

and objectives for the next five to ten years in
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Cal i fornia.

And as we're | ooking, kind of backing up and
looking at 4-Hin California, there's sone things that
have cone up for us that | think nay have sone
pertinence to the rel ationship between us and USDA
CSREES. |In California, we deal with this balance, this
very delicate bal ance between being a state-w de
organi zation and havi ng sonme state-w de organi zati on and
| eadershi p, and on the other side of being a collection
of counties who identify |ocal needs and respond
effectively to local needs. So there's always this
delicate balance | think between | ocal autonony and
state-wide vision, and | think there's the sane kind of
bal ance that has to happen between the state
organi zation and the federal organization. And from our
perspective -- fromny perspective, |'mnot going to
pretend to speak for all of the 4-H | eaders, but fromny
perspective, | think that it kind of boils down to the
coordi nati on and conmuni cation functions that USDA
CSREES can play for us, particularly in terns of human
and financial resources. So | think that we | ook to our
federal partner for help in ternms of identifying
resources, financial resources, certainly, but also in
terns of identifying human resources and the ways that

we can use our human resources nore effectively. Wat
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we don't want to be doing in California is duplicating
effort. W want to be conplinmenting, not reinventing
what ot her organi zations are doing. And | think that
there's sonme amazi ng resources at the federal |evel that
can help us. |In fact, we've been having a conversation
about that throughout today, so this has been benefi cial
for that reason for me. But | think there's a lot of --
we struggle with it in California where we see
duplicated effort fromcounty to county, and | think the
same thing is happening on a national |evel within our
organi zation where we need to respond to pressing issues
and we nmay not realize that another state has had that
same pressing issue and has devel oped responses or has
devel oped materials or has found sources of support.

And we need to find ways of increasing the comunication
and coordination so that we can be |earning from each
other fromstate to state. | think the sane is true in
ternms of our need to be neasuri ng what we do and
collecting inpact evaluation data. There are tools that
exi st, and one of the roles that our federal partners
can play for us is to help us know what's happening in
other parts of the U.S. in order to not have to reinvent
t hat wheel each time we want to evaluate a program So
those are just a few of ny thoughts about our

partnership, our federal partner and a little bit of
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background about what's going on in California. Thank
you.

MR. SPURLING Thank you very much. | have no
one el se scheduled, so I'mgoing to officially call the
hearing at an end, and we do thank everyone who did cone
very much. Thank you.

(Whereupon Exhibits 1 through 4 were
mar ked for identification.)
- 0Q0-
(Wher eupon the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were

adj ourned at the hour of 10:55 a.m)
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) ss.
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Reporter of the State of California, do hereby certify
that the foregoi ng pages nunmbered 1 through 39,
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